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Most Reverend Archbishops and Metropolitans,

God-loving Bishops, Very Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics,

Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sisters,

in Ukraine and throughout the world

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,;and the government shall be upon his
shoulder, and his nameshall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:5'%")
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Christ is born! Glorify Him!

Beloved in Christ!

Today heaven and earth is filled with the light of joy and peace. Angels and men,
all creation welcomes Christ the Saviour born in human flesh. All of us together
with the shepherds and wise men hasten to the poor stable-cave to join Mary and
Joseph in venerating the incarnate God, who rests on hay in a manger. We hasten to
receive the love and peace that the Lord brings into a world of hate and violence.
The Gospel narrative of the Nativity conveys to us the Good News proclaimed by
the angel: “And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger” (Luke 2:12'L)), In the Christmas carols
and services of this mystical night we hear of a mighty heavenly host praising God
and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with
whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2:14*L). All of humanity, in awaiting the birth of the
Saviour, had hoped for the beginning of a new era in human history—a new time
when the Messiah as Prince of Peace would restore harmony to human relations,
would abolish all forms of violence of men against men; not as a victor in war, like
his ancestor David, but as the Son of God, conquering the very reason for wars and
hostility —human sin, that evil which is the greatest disfigurement of paradisiacal
happiness.

Human beings are created by God for peace which is a sign of the presence and
action of the Holy Spirit (see Galatians 5:22-23*L)), In spite of our nature, fallen
through sin, human beings invariably seek this peace, even though we may not

always know how to achieve it. For this very reason our Divine Liturgy, after
calling for the establishment and strengthening of the blessed Kingdom of the
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, immediately invites us to pray for peace
from on high for the entire world and the well-being of God’s holy churches.
Indeed, today’s feast proclaims to us that Christ is the Prince of Peace and that the
might of God is revealed in peace.

When we hear the word “prince,
authority and power. We encounter many “princes,” good and bad, in various
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we immediately think of a person who has

spheres of human life: politics, employment, family, and even church life.
However, from the Gospel perspective and in light of the example of Christ as
Prince of Peace, it becomes evident that divine authority is expressed through
service, and divine power is found in the infinite and unconditional, faithful, and
sacrificial love of the Lord for His creation.
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A human being can live in peace and become a servant of peace only when he or
she receives the Prince of Peace, newly-born today, into their hearts, into their
internal spiritual world, into their personal and social life. Saint Paul writes in his
epistle to the Ephesians: “He is our peace” (Ephesians 2:14*L)). Therefore, the
greatest expression of God’s universal might, the manner in which the Prince of

Peace manifests His power and authority, is not in the humiliation of others
through injustice and violence, but in serving others out of unconditional love for
the sake of peace!

At times in our daily lives it may seem to us that the one who is powerful is the one
who is able to humiliate another. However, in reality such an expression of power
is violence. Therefore, standing before the manger of the Prince of Peace, we begin
to understand that violence is always the argument of a weakling, of one who
wishes to appear powerful. It is the behaviour of a coward, who simply fears the
other, no matter how weak.

Christ endured violence from the very moment of His birth. King Herod, whom
history calls great, in reality was a little coward: he feared for his authority, he
perceived himself a failure in the face of God as a powerless Child. In order the
retain authority and the riches entailed in it, he resorted to violence: commanding
the death of the little ones of Bethlehem, the children of his own people! The peace
of God, on the other hand, is always mightier than human violence, and that is why
He is always victorious.

Only the powerless and weak in spirit adopt a strategy of insidious attack,
aggression, or blind violence as a method of ensuring one’s authority, being
incapable of convincing or leading others any other way. In contrast, human frailty,
vested in Divine power, often becomes the pledge of true victory and a lasting
peace. Let us recall what the Lord revealed to the Apostle of the nations: “My
power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9°L), The weakness of God
is mightier that the appearance of human power. Herod was buried not long after
the birth of our Lord Jesus, while Christ, the Prince of Peace, is alive—yesterday,
today and forever! (see Hebrews 13:8'L)),

Beloved in Christ! To celebrate Christmas is to be filled with peace from heaven
and to say “no” to violence. Let us receive the newly-born Saviour as Prince of

Peace in our families and become, following the example of St. Joseph and Mary
the Theotokos, bearers and custodians of peace. Let us avoid all forms of violence
—in word and deed —especially in our family circle, in relations between husband
and wife or parents and children. Let us reject the culture of death which allows for


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%2012.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2013.8

the killing of the innocent unborn and, as we see in some countries of the world,
encourages the gravely ill or elderly to shorten their life under the guise of a so-
called “sweet death,” which is nothing more than an offense against God and a
crime against the sanctity and inviolability of human life.

Let our ancient Christmas carols resound in our schools and educational
institutions, safeguarding our children from events of violence. In societies where
we live, let us not permit the presence of blind physical or moral violence on the
political battleground. Representatives of political forces who encourage violence
and foment conflicts are in reality spiritual weaklings, and they will never be
capable of serving the common good of our people. Wherever we live, whether in
Ukraine, which in the near future will be electing a president and parliament, or in
the countries where our people have settled, let us support those who aspire elected
office not in order to rule others, but in order to serve. Let us support those who
resist violence and seek to establish the peace of God, a peace that is just and
lasting.

Let us celebrate Christ’s Nativity today and bring forth the joy and peace that
comes from heaven. Let us conquer violence and fear, both in our personal lives,
and on all the fronts of this war, whose consequences profoundly affect each and
every one of us. Let us counter foreign aggression, as do those who defend our
native land in Ukraine’s East, with the sacrifice of our love, in active solidarity
with the victims of aggression. Let us be persistent in prayer, calling for the peace
of God upon our land, in our families and hearts! May the words of the prophet
Isaiah be fulfilled for us: “Violence shall no more be heard in your land,
devastation or destruction within your borders; you shall call your walls Salvation,
and your gates Praise” (Isaiah 60:18"L)).

Beloved Brothers and Sisters! With this Christmas letter 1 greet all of you who
today, as domestic Church, receive the new-born Christ into your families — parents
and children, the elderly and youth. I hasten to share the good news of joy and
peace with those, who labour abroad —far away from their home and loved-ones. I
embrace those brothers and sisters who have been forced to migrate, who miss
their native lands, and all, who today carry on their bodies and in their hearts the
wounds of war and violence.

With the Nativity of Christ, I especially greet our soldiers, the defenders of peace
and victors of war. My thoughts and prayers go to the cold prisons, where our
prisoners of war and of conscience continue to suffer; to the hospitals, where our
wounded in battle for our nation regain their health; to the homes, where
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Ukrainians afflicted with grief mourn the loss of their loved-ones because of the
war. The Lord of peace is with us! May the Christmas star shine upon us with its
light, and in every home the words of our carol-song resound clearly:

Anzeau cnisaromo: (The Angels sing:)

«Caasa» sockauyaromn, (Exclaiming “Glory!”)

Ha nebecax i na zemai (Inheaven and on earth)

Mup nponosioaroms.(Proclaiming peace.)

I wish all of you the authentic joy that is given to the children of God,a cheerful
celebration of Christ’s Nativity, and a happy, peaceful and blessed New Year!
Christ is born! Glorify Him!

T SVIATOSLAV

Given in Kyiv

at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ,

on the day of our father St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in
Lycia, the 19th (6th)of December in the 2018th Year of our Lord

PI3ABAHE ITOCJTAHHA bJAKEHHIIIOT'O CBATOCJ/IABA

BucokonpeocBsinieHHUM i IIpeocBsimeHHUM Apxuenuckonam Ta
Murtponosnram,

00ro/II00MBUM EMUCKONAM, BCEYECHOMY TYXOBEHCTBY,

NMpenoi0oHOMY MOHAIIIECTBY, BO3JII00JIEHUM OpaTaM i cecTpam,

B YKpaiHi Ta Ha MOCeJIeHHSX Y CBiTi Cymum

bo xaon’amkonam HApoOUAOCA, CUHA HAM OAHO; 84a40Ad HA NAEYAX Y HbO20,

i 0aoymw omy im’sa: yoecnuii nopaonux, cuabruii boe,

Omeyboosiunuii, Knaso mupy (Ic.9, 5).

Xpucroc Hapoymses! Craimo Moro!

Hopori B Xpucri!

CrorojiHi He0O 1 3eMJIsi CMIOBHIOKOTLCSI CBITJIOM PaJIOCTiI Ta MUPY. AHTenu i Jitoau,
yCe COTBOPIHHS BITAE HAPOJKEHOTO B JIOfIcbkomy Tl Xpucta-Cnacurens. Y ci Mu
pa3oM 13 MacCTUPSIMUA Ta MYJpPELSIMUA CHIIIMMO JI0 BOOroro Bepremy, 1mo0 pa3oM i3
Mapieto Ta MocicoM BKIOHUTHCS BOMIOYeHOMY BOroBi, sikuil CriounBae B siclax
Ha ciHl. CHilmMMo NpUIHATH JF000B 1 MUp, 5Kl ['ocriofib MPUHOCUTH 13 COOOKO y CBIT
HEHABUCTI Ta HACUJILCTBA.



€BaHrenbcbka po3noBie npo Pi3zgo XpuctoBe mnepegae Ham BYCTaMM aHresa
bnary Bicth: «... ocb Bam 3Hak: Bu 3HaiiieTe NWTS CMOBUTE, LIO JIEXKATUME B
acnax» (JIk. 2, 12). Y pi3aBAHMX KOJSIKaxX 1 OOTrOCHYsKIHHSX ILI€T TaiHCTBEHHOT
HOYl 4Yy€EMO, SIK BEJMKA CHJIa HEOECHOro BIfiCbKa XBajauTh bora i mpoMoBIsie:
«CnaBa Ha BHcoTax bory i Ha 3emii Mup rofsm fioro BnogoOanus» (JIk. 2, 14).
Llei aHrenbCbKWM CIIB MPO CJIAaBY HA BUCOTAxX 1 MHAP Ha 3€MJI CMOBILIAE HaM, LIO
3aificHuiiocs mpopourso Icai mpo Mecito — Kusizs mupy (Ic. 9, 5). Yce moacTso,
OUIKYIOUM HapomkeHHs CracuTessi, CIOAIBAJIOCS Ha MOYAaTOK HOBOI €pH Yy CBOIM
icTOpii, — HOBOro 4acy, koiau Mecisi, sk KHa3b Mupy, MOBEpHE TapMOHIIO B
CTOCYHKH MIX JIFO[IbMM, YCYHE BCSIKE HACWIIBCTBO JIFOIMHU HAJ| JIFOIMHOKO; YK€ HE
TaK, sk Moro npa6atbko [aBui, Gyae mepeMoxiueM y BifiHi, ane sk Cun Bosxuit
3[0JIa€ CaMy NPHUYMHY BOEH 1 BOPOXKHEUYl — JIOICBKWN TpiX, OTE JIMXO, IO €
HANO1IbIIAM CIOTBOPEHHSM PAfiCbKOTO IIIACTS.

JIroquHa cTtBOpeHa boroM i Mupy, 10 € O3HAKOK MPUCYTHOCTI ¥ Al CBATOrO
Hyxa (mop. I'an. 5, 22-23). He3Bakatoun Ha CBOIO BHAJy 4yepe3 rpix MpUpopuy,
JIIOIMHA TIOCTIMHO NparHe LbOrO MHPY, XOY HE 3aBXKAU BMIE HOrO OCATHYTH.
HepunagkoBo Hama boxkectBeHna JIiTyprid, 3akiMKarOuM 10 BCTAHOBJICHHS 1
yKpimieHHs OnarocyioBenHoro IlapctBa Otug, 1 Cuna, 1 Cesitoro [lyxa, Bigpa3y
MOJIUTBCS 32 MUAP 3 BUCOT JIJIs1 BCbOT'O CBITY 1 J0OpUii cTaH cBsTux boxux Llepkos.
Came HUHILIHE CBATO HaM cnosimjae, mo Xpucroc — KHa3p mupy 1 mo boxa
MOTYTHICTb 00’ IBIIIETHCS B MUPI.

YTiM, KOl MU YYEMO CJIOBO «KHSI3b», BiIpa3dy JAyMAaEMO MpO JIIO[UHY, SKa Ma€
BJany 1 cuiny. Mu 3ycTpiyaemMo «KHs31B», HOOpPMX 1 37MX, y Pi3HUX cdepax
JIFOJICBKOTO JKUTTSL: MOJITUYHO-CYCIIJIBHIN, TPYJOBIi, CIMEMHIN 1 HABITH LIEPKOBHIM.
OpHak 3 €BaHreNbChbKOI MEPCMNEKTMBU Ta y CBITII Npukiagy Xpucra sk Kosazd
MUpPY, CTa€ OYEBUJHMM, IO bBoxa Biama — ue ciayxiHHs, a boxa cunma — ne
0e3MesKHa 1 0e3KOPUCIIMBA, BIpHA 1 XXEPTOBHA JIFOOOB ['Ocnoyia 10 CBOro CTBOPIHHS.
JItoprHa 3MOKe >KUTH B MHpPL 1 CTATH CIYXKUTEJEM MUPY JIsl 1HIIMX JIMIIE TOMI,
KOJI IPUIIME HAPOJKEHOTO chorofHi KHs3s Mupy y CBO€ ceplie, y CBiil BHY TPILIHIN
NYXOBHMIA CBIT, B ocooucTe 1 cycniybHe XKATTA. CBarnii [1ano nmume B [locmanHi
no edecsn: «Bin Hamr mup» (Ed. 2, 14). Orox HaiBuimmuit nposis boxoi
BCEMOT'YTHOCTI, TIpOsAB CUiM 1 Biagu KHs39 MUpy — L€ HE NMPUHWXKEHHS 1HIIOrO
Yyepe3 HECMpPaBEIMBICTb 1 HACWIILCTBO, a CIYXKIHHS ONMXKHBOMY B O€3KOPHCIIMBIN
m000B1 3377151 MUpYy !

Yacom y WIOEHHOMY >KWTTI HaM BHAAETHCS, IO CWIBHUM € TOW, XTO MOXKE
NPUHU3WUTH 1HIIY JIOAuHY. OHAK HACMPaB/il TaKUI MPOSB CUIIMA — L€ HACWIIbCTBO.



Tox cTostun nepen siciiamu KHs35 MUpy, MU MOYMHAEMO PO3YMITH, 110 HACWIILCTBO
— 1€ 3aBX[M apryMeHT CJa0Koro, sKWid XO4Ye BHAATH CceOe 3a CHJIBHOTO, 1LE
MOBEJIIHKA 005ry3a, 10 MPOCTO JSIKAETHCS 1HILOT JIFOJIMHU, HABITh HANCIa01IOo].
XpHUCTOC 3a3HaBaB HACUJLII MPAKTAYHO 3 MOMEHTY HapopkeHHs. Llap Ipon, skoro B
ICTOpIi HA3WMBAIOTHb BEJIMKUM, Hacnpasi OyB Majnum Oo0siry30M: OOsIBCSI 3a CBOIO
BJI4Jly, NIOYYBaBCsl HEBMAaxor0 mnepep oomuuusaMm bora y Hemiunii Hutuni. 1106
yTpUMaTH BJIQly 1 MOB’A3aHE 3 HEK 0araTCTBO, BJIABCS 10 HACUJIbLCTBA: HAKa3aB
youTtn BUQIEEMCBKUX MAJST, JAiTei BiaacHoro Hapony! Ta Boxkwit mMup 3aBxKau
CUJIBHIIINI 34 JIFOJICbKE HACUJILIS, TOMY CaMe BiH NIEpeMarae.

Crparerito MICTYHOTO Hamajy, arpecii 4u CJNoro HaCWIbCTBA K LIJISIXY [0
3aleBHEHHST CBOET BJIaJiM OOMpae 6e3Cunii 1 C1aboyXuii, 00 HIYMM IHILIMM HE MOXKE
NEPEKOHATH UM MOBECTH 3a c00010. HaToMICTh 3amopyKoro CpaBKHBOI IEPEMOTH 1
TPUBAJIOTO MHUPY YacTO CTa€ JIIOACbKA ClaOKICTb, OfsrHEHa B bBoxy cuiy.
3raaiiMo, sk 00’sBuUB ['ocnofgb ANMOCTOJIOBI HApOfiB: «Mos cuiia BUSIBISIETHCS B
oescuti» (2 Kop. 12, 9). Hemiune Boxe € CWIbHILIKMM Bifi TO31PHO MOTYTHBOTO
moficbKoro. Ipopma He3aqoBro miciii HapogKeHHs [ocmopma Icyca moxoBamm, a
Xpuctoc — KHs13b MUpy — XXKUBUI BYOpa, CbOrOfiHI 1 HaBiku! (uB. €Bp. 13, 8).
Hopori B Xpucri! CssitkyBath Pi31BO — L)€ CNOBHIOBATHCSI MUPOM 13 HeOec i
CcKa3zaTu «Hl» HacuiabCTBY. [IpmitMiMo HOBOHapomxkeHoro Cnacurens sik Kosa3s
MUpY B HAIi POJMHM i CTAHBMO, 3a MpHKIaoM cBsitoro Mocuda Ta Boropopmmi
Mapii, HOCIAIMA 1 XPaHUTEJISIMA MHUPY. YHUKANMO Oy/b-KOTO HACWUJIbLCTBA — Y
CJIOBax 1 BUMHKAX — MEPENYCIM y POJUHHOMY KOJI1, Y CTOCYHKAaX YOJIOBIKA 1 XKIHKH
yn OaTbKIB 1 JiTel. BigkupaiiMO KyJbTypy CMEpPTI, SIKa JOMYCKAa€E BOWMBCTBO
HEBMHHMX HEHAPOJKEHMX 1 3a0X04ye, sK Le OyBae B JIESIKMX KpaiHax CBITY,
BAXKKOXBOPHMX a00 CTapIIMX JIFOJEH BKOPOUYBaTH COO1 BIKY MijJy MACKOIO TaK 3BAaHOL
«COJIOAKOI CMEPTI», 10 € HACMpaB/l HIYMM IHIIMM, SIK BUKJIMKOM MpoTu bora i1
3JI0YMHOM NPOTH CBSITOCTI 1 HEIOTOPKAHHOCTI JIFO[ICBKOTO XKUTTS.

Hexaii 3anyHae nmpabaTbKIBChbKa KOJIA[KA B HAIMX IIKOJAaX Ta IHIIMX HABYAJIBLHUX
3aKJIafIax, 3ano0iraroyy MposiBaM HACUJIbCTBA CEPENl MITEN. Y CYCIUILCTBI, B IKOMY
>KMBEMO, HE JI03BOJISIIMO, OO ciine (pi3uyHe 4Yu MOpPAJbHE HACUIILCTBO OYJO
3ac000M MOMITUYHOI 60pOTHOM. [IpencTaBHUKY MOMITUYHUX CUII, SIKI 3a0XO0YYHOTh
10 HACUJILCTBA 1 PO3MAJIOIOTh KOH(JIKTH, HACTIPAB/l € CIA00yXUMH 1 HIKOJIU HE
OyAyThb 3[ATHUMHU IMOCTY>XXUTU CHIJBHOMY OJjlary Hamoro Hapopy. Xo4 Ou e mMu
KWUIKA: B YKpaiHi, siKa B HEJAJIEKOMY MalOyTHbOMY OOMpaTUME MpE3UACHTA 1
NapJIaMeHT, YA B KpaiHax HalMX MOCEJEHb — MIATPUMYMMO THX, XTO HJE 0 BIAAU



HE 3 METOI0 MAHYBaHHS, a LI00 CIY>XXUTU 1 Ma€ CUJy NPOTUCTOATH HACUILIIO,
YTBEPIIKYIOUM CIIPABENIMBUN 1 TpUBaIuil boxknii Mup.

CesiTkyiimMo cworopHi Pi3gBo Xpucrose Ta OygpMO HOCISIMM HEOECHOI PajloCTi
MUPY, NEpeMaraiiMoO HaCUJIbLCTBO 1 CTpax, SIK B OCOOMCTOMY XKHUTTI1, TaK 1 Ha BCIX
(ppoHTaX BIMIHU, HACHTIKA SIKOT KOXKHUM 13 HAC CHOT'OJIHI TyK€ IITMOOKO MEPEXKUBAE.
Yy>o03eMHIli arpecii NpOTUCTaBMO, SK LE POOJSTh 3aXMCHUKM PITHOI 3eMJ Ha
Cxoni YkpaiHu, >KEpTOBHICTb Hallol JItOOOBI, MIEBY CONIJAPHICTH 13 KEpPTBAMHU
arpecii, BUTPUBAJIICTb Y MOJIATBI, SIKOK CIUJILHO MpUKJIMKaiMo boxuit Mup Ha
Hally 3eMJI0, Y Haml popauHu 1 cepust! Hexali COBHATBCA HA HAC CJI0Ba MPOpPOKa
Icai: «He yyTn Oype Oulbllie MPO HACWIJIBCTBO B TBOIM KPAarO Ta MPO CIyCTOLICHHS 1
PyiHy B TBOiX Mexax. [M 3BaTMMell TBOI MYpPU CIHACIHHSIM, CJIABOKO — TBOI
BopoTa» (Ic. 60, 18).

Hopori O6partd 1 cectpu! OuyM pi3ABSIHUM CJIOBOM BITar0 KOXKHOTO 3 Bac, OATHKIB 3
NITbMH, CTAPIIUX 13 MOJIOMIIO, IO ChOTOfHI, K AoMaiuHs Llepksa, nmpuitmaeTte 0
CBOIX pOIMH HOBOHapojKeHoro Xpucta. Criury 3 61aroBiCTIO pajiocTi 1 MUAPY 10
TUX, XTO € Ha 3apoO0ITKax — JaJI€KO Biji CBOTO JIOMY Ta Bijj OJM3bKUX, O01IMAr0
BUMYILEHO MEpecesieHnX OpaTiB 1 cecTep, W0 TyXKaTb 3a PITHO0 CTOPOHOO, Ta
BCIX, XTO CbOTOfIHI HOCUTb Ha CBOEMY TiJIl 11 y IyIlll paHU BiiHU Ta HACUJIbCTBA.
Oco6mmBo BiTatro 3 PizgBom XpuCTOBMM HamMX BIMCBKOBUX, $IKI € OOOpPOHLSMMU
MUPY Ta NEPEMOXUAMU BifiHK. JIMHY TyMKaMy Ta MOJIATBOO JJO XOJIOIHUX THOPEM,
ie CTPaXJIAIOTh Hallll BIACHKOBOMOJIOHEH] ¥ B’S3HI CYMIIIHHS, JIO JIIKAPEHb, JIe
Oy>KYIOTh TIOpaHeHi B 00sX 3a Haily baTbKiBIIMHY, 10 JJOMIBOK, e BOUTI ropem
YKpaiHLl MEPEKUBAIOTh BTPATy CBOIX PIIHMX BHACHIOK BiiHK. ['ocnogs mupy € 3
yciMa Hamu! Xail pi3aBsHA 30psi CI€ HaM CBOIM CBITJIOM, & B KOKHIN XaTl JI3BIHKO
JIlyHa€ MICHSA-KOJsIia:

AHzeau cnieéaromb:

«Caasa» 80CKAUUAIOMD,

Ha nebecax i na 3emai

Mup nponosioarome.

Ycim G6axaro cnpaBKHBOT pajiocTi AiTern boxux, Becenux cBaT Pi3gea XpuctoBoro
Ta WACIUBOT0, MUPHOTO 1 O1aroCJI0BEHHOIO HOBOT'O POKY !

Xpucroc Hapoymeesi! Cragimo Voro!

T CBATOCJ/IAB

JTano B Kuesi,

npu [TaTpiapmomy cobopi BockpeciHHs XpucToBoro,



y jgeHb Cpgroro otug Hamoro Mukonas,apxuenuckona Mup JIKIACBKUX,
yynoTBopug, 19 (6) rpynus 2018 poky Boskoro



